Whirligig Discussion Questions~ Chapter 3-5 

Directions: On a separate piece of paper provide a detailed answer to the following questions. Answers must be in complete sentences, referring to the question being asked. Additionally, when possible, please include examples from the text and include the page numbers.

1. Name the game that that Brent and the cyclist play in chapter 3. Describe the pieces that are used in the game as well as the significance of that game to Brent’s situation. 

2.  What is a karass? Who have we met in the novel that is part of Brent’s karass? Name at least 3.

3. As we know, Brent is on a journey to build whirligigs and plant them around the United States. What other journey is Brent on? Use a quote from the text that illustrates this. 

4. In your opinion and in your own words, explain how the cyclist helps Brent on his journey?

5. Brent thinks of the phrase “the breath of life” (54). What do you think he means? What is the significance of these words?

6. What is a shearwater and how is it significant in chapter 4?

7. Why did the man in chapter 4 return to his family?

8. Who is Emil? What impact does he have on Brent?

9. Differentiate the dinner conversation in chapter 5 with the dinner Brent had with his family in chapter 1. 

10. On page 69 Brent thinks,  “Prison…suddenly seemed like a better choice.” What does he mean? Do you agree? Why is Brent lying?

11. “Everything we did—good, bad, and indifferent—sent a wave rolling out of sight” (70-71). What do you think this means? What prompts Brent to think this?

12. On page 74, Brent feels alone. In your opinion, is this a good thing or a bad thing? How is Brent changing?

13. To the best of your ability, use a dictionary to define the following literary terms and provide an example from the text:

a. Motif:

b. Allusion:

c. Symbol:

d. Theme:

