Whirligig Discussion Questions~ Chapter 6-7 

Directions: On a separate piece of paper provide a detailed answer to the following questions. Answers must be in complete sentences, referring to the question being asked. Additionally, when possible, please include examples from the text and include the page numbers.

1. What instrument does Anthony play and why does he play it? Why would he prefer doing instead of playing this instrument?

2. How does Anthony react to the whirligig? What, if any, is the significance of it not breaking when he tries to hit it?

3. Many of the alternate/vignette chapters have dealt with stereotypes. Including chapter 6, make a list of ways characters from the vignette chapters (2, 4, 6) are being judged by stereotypes.

4. Who are the “apprentices” mentioned in chapter 7?

5. Describe the whirligig that the apprentices in chapter seven help make.

6. In chapter seven, Brent left a note for somebody he did not know. What did the note say and what is the significance of this note?

7. What is meant by the line, “Neither the sermons nor the Bible had seemed to intersect with his own life.” (95)? What recent “education” has Brent involved himself in (p94) that could be considered spiritual and healing? How is this helping Brent?

8. What does the whirligig in chapter seven look like and how come Brent decided to make it look like this?

