Drama Notes

Drama, whether on TV, the big screen, or on stage, offers a shared experience.  It is literature in action; it brings the story to life before our eyes.

Basic Dramatic Principles

Conflict – Who wants what?  You’ll find that the character who wants something is opposed by another character or a force.  In the case of Anne Frank, the characters are opposed by each other and, ultimately, a more menacing force, the Nazis.

The opposition is called the conflict; it’s what drives the plot forward as the characters try to resolve the problem.


Complications – occur when minor events cause additional problems


Climactic Crises – occur throughout the play The Diary of Anne Frank as certain 
conflicts between certain characters come to a head or peak.  Keep in mind, 
though that the Climax occurs when the moment of greatest intensity in the 
ENTIRE play is reached.  What the Franks and Van Daans and Dussel fear the 
most is what the climax of The Diary of Anne Frank centers around.


Resolution – the final part of the play where the conflict is resolved and the story 
is brought to a close.  Remember, real life isn’t Disney World, there isn’t always a 
happy ending!

Think about these elements at work in your favorite TV show:  Fill them in

Conflict: 

Complications: 

Climax: 

Resolution:  

Characters in Crisis: every play centers on a crisis, the situation of danger or difficulty that places at risk something of great value to the characters: life, love, family, pride, anything that is precious.

Change: Most plays are about change in the characters and their relationships. These changes come about as the characters work out their conflicts.

Dramatic Irony: Knowing the future

Irony: is a contrast between expectations and reality.

Dramatic Irony: occurs when the people watching a play know something that the characters onstage do not know – including, sometimes, what awaits them in the future.

Taken from Elements of Literature: Second Course. Holt Reinhart Winston

