Farewell to Manzanar Study Questions 

Chpt. 1

1. Why did Papa burn the flag from Hiroshima and papers after Pearl Harbor?

2. What was Papa accused of when taken into custody?

3. Why did Papa refer to himself as Skipper?

4.What was wrong about the way the FBI treated the Japanese?

5. What happened at Pearl Harbor and what did it mean to the Japanese and Japanese Americans?

Chpt. 2

6. Why was Jeanne terrified moving to Terminal Island?

7. Why did Mama throw the expensive plates on the ground?

8. What does Shikata ga nai mean?

9. Why was she so excited to move to a different place other than Los Angeles County?

10. What was the atmosphere when she arrived at the camp?

Chpt. 3

11.  What problems did Jeanne’s family face in their living quarters? 

12.  What task did Woody ask Ray and Kiyo to perform?

13. What character traits does Woody show in this section?

14. Who did Woody try to act like? Why?

15. How did Mama say they were living like?

Chpt. 4
16.   Who is in charge of all of the camps? 

17.  How was Woody’s promise to Mama fullfilled?

18 What did the War department provide?

19. Describe Mama’s personality.

20.  What were the conditions of getting shots and what happened because of it?

Chpt. 5

21.What was Granny unable to do in chapter 5?

22.Who made a game out of seeing how many mess halls he could hit in one meal period?

23.What job did Woody take when he got to the camp?

24.How many people were at the camp?

25.What kind of hat was Papa wearing when he stepped of the bus?

26.  How did Jeanne react to seeing him and why was her behavior abnormal?

Chpt.6

27. Describe the many careers that Papa tried?

28.  How does Jeanne characterize her father?

29.  What do the many jobs that Papa had say about him?

30.  According to Jeanne what snipped off the climax of their life in Ocean Park?  Why?

31.  Describe the episode in this chapter that tells us Papa loved having an audience.

Chpt. 7

32.   Why did Wakatsuki Ko leave the Japanese military?

33.  Where was he held and for what reason was he detained?

34.  Why does Mr.Wakatsuki think it is bad to have military leaders?

35.  What analogy does Mr. Wakatsuki use to describe the difficulty he has in

siding with either America or Japan?

Chpt. 8

36.  What did the Japanese mean when they used the term “Inu”?

37.  What did Papa threaten to do?

38.  What did Kiyo do at the end of the chapter and why?

39.   Why did the women at the bathroom call Papa an inu?

40.  What did Papa do for most of the day? 

Chpt. 9

 41.  What were the reasons the bells rang?            

42. Why was Fred Tayama badly beaten by six men and taken to the camp hospital for treatment?           

43.  Why didn’t the men who came from Fort Lincoln ever discuss the issues that occured there?

44.  Why did the riot about sugar and the chefs begin?            

45.  Why did pride matter so much to Papa?

Chpt. 10

46.  Why did the MPs invade the reservoir shack?

47.  What were the pickax handles used for?

48.  What is Kaz’s job?

49.  When the MPs came to invade the shack, why didn’t the reservoir crew stick up for themselves or fight back?

Chpt.  11   

50.   What did the Japanese 17 years old and up have to fill out in the prison camps?

51. What did Woody do that defies his fathers wishes?

52.  Why did his father disagree? Explain.

53.    If the Japanese answered “no no” on the oath test, where could they be sent?

54.   Why was there a meeting in the mess hall?

55.    Why did Papa go to the meeting?

56.  Explain the December Riot.

Chpt. 12

57.   IN SPANISH, WHAT DOES MANZANAR MEAN? Why is is ironic given the geopgraphy of the camp?
58  WHEN THE WAKATSUKI FAMILY MOVED TO BLOCK 28, WHAT DID PAPA DO TO KEEP BUSY?  
59.  WHY HAD MAMA CHOSEN TO MOVE TO BLOCK 28? 


60. WHAT WAS THE COMPROMISE THAT WOODY AND PAPA HAD AFTER THEIR ARGUMENT OVER JOINING THE ARMY?  

61.  THE JIVE BOMBERs WOULD SING ANY SONG FROM IN THE MOOD TO STRING OF PEARLS, BUT THEY WOULDN’T SING ONE SONG. WHAT WAS THIS SONG? Why?
Chpt. 13

62. WHAT DID JEANNE, KIYO, AND ALL THE OTHER CHILDREN FINALLY HAVE WHEN THE MOVED TO BLOCK 28? 

63. WHAT DID REIKO TELL JEANNE TO DO IN ORDER TO HAVE GOOD SKIN?  
64.  WHAT DId MITSUE TELL JEANNE NEVER TO WHERE AND TO DO WHAT TO HER STOCKINGS? 
65.  What was ther girls’ intention in telling Jeanne to do these things?

66. WHY DID JEANNE NEVER CHOOSE TO DO BALLET AGAIN? 

67 WHY DIDN’T PAPA WANT JEANNE TO BE BAPTIZED?

Chpt. 14  

68.  Why did Jeanne say that “Her father was right,” in making the decison to not get baptized? 
69.   Why did Jeanne not want Woody to get drafted?
70.   Why did Eleanor come back to Manzanarwhen she was pregant, and how long did it take her to give birth?

71.  Why did the family separate?

72.   What is the out come of the birth with Eleanor and her baby?
Chapter 15
73.  After Eleanor had her baby in Manzanar, where did she live?

74.   What combat regiment did Woody enter into the war? What was it famous for?
75.   What did the departure of Woody into the war do to Jeannie’s family?
76.   When did Woody get drafted, and how did Jeannie handle this?
77.  How did Woody feel about getting drafted and going to the war?

Chpt 16
78.   Do you believe that it was fair that only the Japanese-Americans were evacuated and not the German-Americans or the Americans of Italian descent, when these countries were also our enemies?  

79.   Why did the Japanese not want to leave the camp?

80. Why did Jeanne’s brothers and their wives move to the east coast instead of staying in California?

81.  Why did Jeanne’s papa not want to go to New Jersey?

82.  Why did Jeanne’s faith in God and in the Catholic church slip?

Chapter 17

83.   Why were so many Japanese homeless after they were let out of the internment camps?

84.   What did many Japanese - Americans compare the internment camps to?

85.  What did Jeanne’s Papa always look at whenever he needed sustenance?

86. What was Papa’s plan to help the Japanese who were leaving the internment camps?

87.  The bombing of Hiroshima extinguished everyones last hope of what?

Chpt. 18 

88. Who is Toyo?

89. How does the family in Japan feel about Woody’s father?

90.  What was the gift that Woody brought to the family in Japan and why did he bring it?

91.   How does the family in Japan treat him and why?

92.  When does Woody realize that he has a very strong resemblance to his father?

Chpt. 19

93.  Since the family had to leave the camp, Papa decided that they would do what?  

94.  Papa came back from the Lone Pine with a Nash Sedan.  How many days did it take the family to arrive to Long Beach?  Why did it take so long?  

95.  When the family arrived in Los Angeles what did they expect to find.  What did they really find?  

96.  Who helped the family find a nice place to live?


97.  The American Friends Society helped Mama get a job.  What was Mama’s job?

Chpt. 20

98.  What grade was the main character in at the beginning of the chapter?

99.  What is the name of the girl she met at school?

100.  Was Radine a Girl Scout?

101.  Did Jeanne become a baton twirler for the Girl Scouts?

102.  What did her dad do when her name was called at the PTA meeting?
