European Holocaust Opening Journal:

Number the Stars by Joan Lowry Nixon is a powerful story about the courage that the Danish people exhibited in the face of the Nazis occupation of their country during WWII. For this assignment, you will be writing a journal based on this excerpt, which is from a real letter written to a mother on the eve of her son’s death.  The next morning he was put to death by the Nazis for being part of the Danish resistance.  Read his words carefully: 

….and I want you all to remember – that you must not dream yourselves back to the times before the war, but the dream for you all, young and old, must be to create an ideal of human decency, and not a narrow-minded and prejudiced one.  That is the great gift our country hungers for, something every little peasant boy can look forward to, and with pleasure feel he is a part of – something he can work and fight for.

Think about what you know of the European Holocaust.  Think about the boy’s message to his mother.  Apply his words to your own life and the world around you.  What does it mean to be a decent human being?  Explain.  Have you witnessed or been a victim of discrimination?  Explain.  What can the words of this courageous Danish young man teach us in our goal to make this world a better place? 


In two thoughtful paragraphs (5 sentences minimum) respond. You may type your answers or write legibly on paper.  

