Irony in “The Ransom of Red Chief” and “A Retrieved Reformation”

Part I.  Define the following types of irony

1. Verbal irony occurs when ______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ .

2. Situational irony occurs when  _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ .

3.  Dramatic irony occurs when ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

Part  II. In the two O. Henry stories we’ve read, irony is used frequently.  

List three examples from “The Ransom of Red Chief” on the lines below.  Use specific quotations from the story including page #.  Also identify the type of irony you found.  The first one is done for you. 

“The Ransom of Red Chief”

1. Passage: “ _There was a town as flat as a flannel cake, and called Summit, of course. 
p. ___482___  type of irony: ________________

2. Passage:  “__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________. “

p. _______ type of irony: ___dramatic ____________

3. Passage: “ ____________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________ .”

p. ________ type of irony: _____________

“A Retrieved Reformation”

Explain why the following examples are ironic.  Your complete sentence answer should begin with…. “The example is ironic because …”

1. Jimmy sees Annabel Adams on the steps of her father’s bank.

_____________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________  .


turn over 

2.  Jimmy has his tools with him when Agatha gets locked in the safe.

__________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ .

