Learning Contract for Tolerance Unit

Learning Goals:

1. To better understand the causes of the Holocaust and other genocides in order to build understanding and tolerance

2. To understand that intolerance can have disastrous effects and take steps, however small, to put an end to discrimination and hatred

Explanation:

There are seven activities from which you may choose.  Please check the activities you choose and turn this back in to me  on __________ .  In order to receive an A you need to complete 4 of the 7 activities, for a B complete 3 of the 7, and for a C complete 2 of the 7.  There will be some time in class devoted to these activities, but outside work will be required.  Your effort and the quality of your work will determine your grade.

DUE DATE: Dec. 18 and Dec. 19

Grading: The student will earn two test grades for this project

1. Completion on time: A = 4 Activities

B = 3 activities
C = 2 activities


2. Content/Quality Assessment: See Rubric 

Activity One: Read another book based on the Holocaust and complete one of the activities below. 

a. Script a scene of one of the chapters

b. Write a book review (will require reading book reviews from sources like The Washington Post Book World)

c. Write a poem, record a reading in garage band and include a min. of 5 pictures.  Additionally, complete an analysis of another Holocaust poem attaching the poem to your typed analysis

d. Write a 5 paragraph compare/contrast essay with your novel and Farewell to Manzanar
Activity Two: Research another historical incidence of prejudice, genocide, or crimes against humanity and create a Keynote presentation, Powerpoint presentation, or iMovie to share with the class, or create a cyber hunt for your peers with no fewer than 10 questions.  You must create a key for the cyber hunt as well.

Possible Topics for research: Use Netrekker (introduced in class) and the library will have books available as well.

a. the enslavement of African Americans in the United States

b. the treatment of Native Americans in the early days of the United States (start with Trail of Tears)

c. Ethnic cleansing in Bosnia

d. Genocide in Rwanda

e. Treatment of Arab Americans since 2001

f. Internment of Japanese Americans in the U.S. during WWII

g. Genocide in Darfur

h.  crimes against humanity in the Congo

i.  crimes against humanity in Chechnya

j.  another of your choosing (please see me for approval)

Activity Three: Choose an aspect of the Holocaust and research it further.  You may use any of the notes we have taken in class as a starting point if you wish.  Create a visual representation of your findings along with a short expository essay (1 -2 pages) explaining what you learned.  Suggestions: concentration camps, Nuremberg trials, heroes of the Holocaust, Hitler’s life, political and economic causes of the Holocaust, an area of your choosing

Activity Four: Watch a film based on the Holocaust and create a viewers guide with 10 meaningful questions (include possible answers) to answer while viewing that would generate a post viewing discussion.  Suggestions:  Life is Beautiful PG-13 (subtitled), Schindler’s List R for language (with parent approval), Paperclips G, Au Revoir Les Enfants PG (subtitled), The Devil’s Arithmetic NR
Note: These movies contain material related to the Holocaust that may be disturbing.

Activity Five: Interview a Holocaust survivor or a survivor of another similar incident or read three interviews and write a brief essay about each person’s experience. 

You will need to provide at least 10 prepared interview questions and record the answers using Garage Band if you are conducting an in-person interview. 

Activity Six: “People of the Holocaust”: Walk in another’s shoes…Keep a journal from the perspective of  someone who experienced the Holocaust. OR You may choose to present this story through digital storytelling using Garage Band or iMovie. You will use the United States Holocaust Memorial website to select a person from whose perspective you will write.   See me for the assignment if you choose this option.
http://www.ushmm.org/
Activity Seven: (FOR THE TRULY INSPIRED) Create a visual representation either with oil, acrylic, pastels, pencil, or collage to represent some element of your study of the Holocaust OR compose a short piece of music and be ready to play your piece or provide a recording of it. 

I agree to complete ________ assignments for a/an ______ completion grade plus grade from the assessment rubric.

__________________________________
_____________________________

Student’s printed name


Student’s signature

NOTE:  1. All sources must be cited appropriately

2. Mrs. Bostain will be visiting class to provide tutorials of the computer programs suggested for use.  Attendance on these days is strongly suggested.

