Short Story Test Review

Section I Reading Comprehension

“The Landlady” by Raold Dahl

1. How old was Billy Weaver when he arrived in Bath, England?

2. What brought Billy to Bath?

3. The two gentleman from the guest book that Billy recalls vaguely are named?

4. What happens to the landlady’s guests?

5. Why does Billy enter the Bed and Breakfast, even though he like staying in pubs?

6. What are Billy’s first impressions when he peers through the window of the Bed and Breakfast?

“Lamb to the Slaughter” by Raold Dahl

7. What does Mr. Maloney do for a living?

8. What is the murder weapon?

9. What happens to the murder weapon?

“Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara

10. In what part os New York does Squeaky’s family live?

11. Everyone things Squeaky is jumping up and down about winning her race.  What is she really excited about?

12. What does Mr. Pearson (whom the kids call beanstalk) want Squeaky to do at the May Day Race?

13. Why does Squeaky sometimes slip and call Raymond her little brother?

“The Ransom of Red Chief” by O. Henry

14. What is Johnny Dorset’s nickname?

15. Why do the kidnappers choose to kidnap Johnny?

16. Johnny is throwing rocks at a kitten when Bill and Sam approach him for the first time.  This shows that Johnny is….?

17. Johnny insists that Bill play all of his games with him.  What was the game that made him want to take Johnny home?

“A Retrieved Reformation” by O. Henry

18. For what crime was Jimmy Valentine imprisoned?

19. What does Ben Price mena when he says that Jimmy has resumed business”

20. Who is Ralph Spencer?

21. What is the theme of “A Retrieved Reformation”?

“Charles” by Shirley Jackson

22. What grade is Charles in?

23. Who is Laurie’s mother eager to meet?

24. When does Charles’s behavior improve?

“Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar A. Poe

25. What is the narrator’s job?

26. Why does he kill the old man?

27. Where does he hide the body?

28. Why is the title significant?

Section II True/False

“The Ransom of Red Chief by O. Henry 

29. The story takes place in and around Summit, Alabama.

30. Bill and Sam devide to kidnap the son of Ebenezer Dorset.

31. The boy pretends that he is Red Chief.

32. After a couple of days in the cave with Red Chief, Sam is about to lose his mind.

33. Bill and Sam agree to ask Dorset for $10,000.00 so they can escape.

“The Landlady” by Roald Dahl

34. Billy feels strangely drawn to the Bed and Breakfast.

35. There are only two other entries in the guest book when Billy signs it.

36. The landlady’s dog and parrot are both stuffed.

37. The landlady’s last guest arrived two year before Billy got there.

38. The tea that Billy drinks tastes like almonds.

“Lamb to the Slaughter” by Raold Dahl

39. Mrs. Maloney is six months pregnant with the couple’s first child.

40. The grocery story clerk does not suspect Mrs. Maloney of having committed a crime.

41. The police officers and detectives find the murder weapon outside.

42. Mr. Maloney liked to have a drink every evening when he came homr from work.

43. The Maloneys followed the same routine every week.

44. On Thursday nights, the Maloney’s usually went out for dinner.

“Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara

45. Squeaky is the fastest runner in her neighborhood, except for her father.

46. Squeaky loses the race on May Day, but decides to coach Raymond instead.

47. Squeaky’s real name is Hazel Elizabeth Deborah Parker.

48. Squeaky has to make sure that Raymond does not go off the curb and splash in the puddles.

49. Gretchen takes the third place in the May Day race.

50. Squeaky is a dynamic character.

“Charles” by Shirley Jackson

51. Laurie is Charles’s real name.

52. Charles throws chalk.

53. Charles is the best student in the entire elementary school.

54. Laurie’s mother does not look for Charles’s mother at the PTA meeting.

55. Laurie’s father hates Charles and never mentions him at home.

“A Retrieved Reformation” by O. Henry

56. Jimmy Valentine gives up bank robbing because he is in love with Annabel Adams.

57. Jimmy writes a letter to his priest, letting him know that he is giving up bank robbing.

58. Ben Price is not interested in Jimmy Valentine at all.

59. Before moving to Elmore, Jimmy Valentine took great pride in his suitcase of tools.

60. Jimmy Valentine never really cracked a safe in his life.

61. Ben Price pretends not to know Jimmy Valentine when he catches him at the bank.

Section III – Characterization – Who said that?

Bill

Sam

Johnny Dorset

Laurie

Laurie’s mother

Laurie’s teacher
Squeaky
landlady
Billy Weaver
Mary Maloney

Mr. Maloney
Mr. Pearson
the narrator(Tell-Tale Heart) Jimmy Valentine

62. “This is going to be a bit of a shock to you, I’m afraid.  But I’ve thought about it a good deal and I’ve decided the only thing to do is tell you right away.  I hope you won’t blame me too much.”

63. Bill there isn’t any heart disease in your family, is there?

64. “Charles wanted to color with green crayons so he hit the teacher and she spanked him and said nobody play with Charles but everybody did.:

65. “Christopher Mulholland….wasn’t that the name if the Eton schoolboy who was on a walking tour through the West country, and then all of a sudden….”

66. “Enough.  In about ten minutes I shall cross the central, Southern, and Middle Western Sates and be legging it trippingly for the Canadian border.”

67. “Patrick’s decided he’s tired and doesn’t want to eat our tonight.  We usually go out Thursdays, you know, and now he’s caught me without any vegetables in the house.”

68. Do you think kindergarten is too unsettling for Laurie?  All this toughness and bad grammar, and this Charles boy sounds like such a bad influence.”

69. “I stuff all my little pets when they pass away.  Will you have another cup of tea?

70. I always win ‘cause I’m the best.

71. Charles?  There isn’t any Charles in kindergarten.

72. I think this is fine.  I never camped out before: but I had a pet possum once, and I was nine last birthday.  I hate to go to school.  Rats ate up sixteen of Jimmy Talbot’s aunt’s speckled hen’s eggs.  Are there any real Indians in these woods?  I want some more gravy…”

73. “I went up on the peak of the little mountain and ran my eye over the contiguous vicinity. Over toward Summit I expected to see the sturdy yeomanry of the village armed with scythes and pitchforks beating the countryside for the dastardly kidnappers.”
74. “I heard all things in the heaven and in the earth.”
75.  "Annabel," he said, "give me that rose you are wearing, will you?"
76. "Me?"… "Why, I never cracked a safe in my life."
Section IV Literary Terms
 imagery

setting
 mood


tone

 subject



 theme

character 


suspense

metaphor

simile
 

personification
 symbol
exaggeration

 alliteration

onomatopoeia


Section V. Literary Terms Application in the following stories

See you notes as well as study questions and all other short story materials

“Landlady” “Lamb to the Slaughter” “Raymond’s Run” “Tell-Tale Heart” “Ransom of Red Chief”

“Charles” “A Retrieved Reformation”

STORIES CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR BROWN LIT BOOKS OR ON CLASSICSHORTS.COM

Section VI. Plot diagram

See short story notes

Handouts/Information to gather

All comprehension questions

Humor Notes

Short story notes

“Ransom of  Red Chief” Venn Diagram

exaggeration/irony in “Ransom of Red Chief”

unreliable narrator

Plot chart for “Charles” and “Raymond’s Run” C & D Blocks only

Characterization in “Raymond’s Run”  B,F, & H Blocks only

P.O.V Handout for “Tell-Tale Heart”

Mood in “Tell-Tale Heart”

Open book quiz on “The Landlady”

Suspense in “Landlady” and “Lamb…”

Direct/Indirect Characterization in “Lamb to Slaughter”

Dynamic character

Prediction chart for “Landlady”

