Touching Spirit Bear

Discussion Questions ch. 16-19

Answer in complete sentences!!!

1.  Why does Cole have to sell his sports equipment? 

2.  Cole doesn’t want to part with his sports equipment.  Do you think Cole bought his snowmobile and dirt bike with money he earned?  Who gave him those things?

3. Garvey and Edwin believe in Cole’s potential, but don’t believe he’s earned trust.  How can people earn trust?

4. Garvey says: “All of life is a hot dog.  Make of it what you will.”  What does he mean? When does he say this?

5. Cole tosses and turns his first night on the island.  He wants Peter to get better, but he’s growing angry.  What does this say about his character?

6. Edwin says a person develops a habit of looking at either the cloudy or sunny side of life.  Briefly describe the situation in which he gives Cole this lesson.

7. Do you think a person can control how he looks at his problems?

8. As he gets ready to build his shelter, the Tlingits tell Cole he should eat more for breakfast and wear gloves, but he chooses not to, and they don’t insist.  What is their method of teaching him?

9. Prediction: Will Garvey and Edwin tell Cole what crimes they committed?

10.  What do you think the dances will teach Cole?  What dance does Cole do alone?

11.  Why does Cole’s bad attitude return at the camp?  What does this say about Cole’s promise to change?

12. Cole thinks of lying about going to the pond and carrying the ancestor rock. What stops him?

13. Cole leaves the pond when he finished his soak, not because he’s too cold or impatient.  How do you think Cole knows when he is finished with his soak?

14.  What does he think he sees at the end of ch. 19?
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