Touching Spirit Bear

Discussion Questions ch. 5-8

Please answer ALL questions in complete sentences.  Be careful to read each question carefully because some questions are multi-part.

1. At the Circle Justice meeting, Garvey says that Cole isn’t the only problem, but he’s a symptom of a bigger problem.  What other problems are these?  How can they be solved?

2. The Circle’s solution to Cole’s problem must include protecting society from Cole’s violence and making him responsible for his own actions.  Why isn’t locking him in jail a good solution?

3. At the end of the Circle meeting, Cole refuses to hold his parents’ hands so they won’t know how sweaty his hands are.  What does this say about Coles’ character?

4. What does Garvey mean when he says living on the island will be hard because Cole can’t manipulate a storm, lie to his hunger, and cheat the cold?

5. Why doesn’t Cole back away from the bear?

6. Why does Cole kill the caterpillar?  What does this say about his character?  Has it changed any since the beginning of the book?

7. Prediction: Will Cole see the bear again?
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