Totem Project:

Cole carves a totem, carefully selecting the animals that he learns from to carve in the wood.  Edwin tells Cole, “Your totem is your story, your search, and your past.  Everybody has their own. That’s why you carve.  That’s why you dance the dances.  That’s why you live life – to discover and create your own story.” (ch. 21) What is your story?

What: Your goal is to design your own totem with a  minimum of three symbols maximum of five that tells the story of your past, your present, and your future (your search). 

How: 1.  You may choose to use animals as symbols for your story, or you may choose other symbols.  Reminder: What is symbolism?  Symbolism is the use of an object to represent something abstract.  In Touching Spirit Bear, for example, the whale represents gentleness and gracefulness, intelligence and power, but the Cole is also symbolizes solitude.  Cole carves an eagle in his totem, a symbol of power.  The beaver symbolizes patience, persistence, and ingenuity (ch. 22).  In literature a flowing river often symbolizes a journey and the seasons symbolize the stages of a humans life, spring = birth, summer = youth/growth, fall =maturity/adulthood, winter = old age/death.  


So when you think of symbols for your own life, do not just simply draw a baby, and then a teenager.  Your symbols must demonstrate some understanding of the conflicts/obstacles you have encountered from which you have learned something.  Cole learns something from the animals he chooses to carve on his totem.


2. You may draw them vertically on a piece of paper, use collage technique (but each section must be cohesive if you choose this option. This means all the images must convey once central idea),  or you may choose to create something three-dimensional. Your totem can be no less than 10 inches tall and no greater than 20 inches. Be creative!  You must include a typed paragraph that explains your choices and how they represent you.

Due Date: Tuesday/Wednesday, May 6/7

Rubric is on the back and must be turned in with totem!
Rubric:

Totem demonstrates self-reflection and thought.

15 pts. ______

Totem project contains no less than three symbols. 
15 pts. ______

Totem symbols are easy to see and understand

10 pts. ______

Creativity is evident.






10 pts. ______

Finished project is neat and polished.



10 pts.  ______

Totem is between 10 and 20 inches tall



5 pts. ______


Project contains at least five colors (not including

5 pts. ______

Black, brown, white, gray)

Paragraph explanation (5-8 sentences) is attached.
5 pts. ______

Paragraph names the symbols you chose.


5 pts. ______

Paragraph uses correct punctuation



5 pts. ______

Paragraph uses correct spelling




5 pts. ______

Total









90 pts. ______














