The Diary of Anne Frank Study Questions

Directions:  ibook: answer questions in a different color font.  Hard copy: answer questions on looseleaf paper.

Act I

1. Know: some of the important world events between 1929 and 1945 (see chronology of events cloze notes)

2.  Be able to identify each character in the play and describe their personalities.  Be aware of typical comments made by each character or about him/her.  This may be a question you add to as you read the play.  Look for Character Webs.

3.  Define flashback.  How do the writers use this device to bring the reader to the main action of the play?  Note the change of the dates in Act I, scene 2.  Note also the first and last scenes of the play occur at the same time period.

4.  How were the Jews restricted in Amsterdam? 

5.  Why is Mr. Frank a logical choice as leader for the group in the secret annex?

6.  Identify: 
ration books



black market

7.  Compare and contrast Anne’s relationship with her mother to that with her father.

8.  Compare and contrast the relationship between Anne and Peter at the beginning of the play and later on in the play.

9.  Why did Anne find it difficult to destroy the Star of David?

10.  Anne looks at going into hiding as an adventure at first.  When does she realize what it really meant?

11.  Identify:  “There are no walls, there are no bolts, no locks that anyone can put on your mind.”   (the speaker, person spoken to, and meaning)

12.  In the early scenes of the play, how does Anne manage to get on others’ nerves?

13.  Compare Anne and Margot.  Do their differences ever cause problems?

14.  Identify:  Mrs. Quack Quack

15.  What are some of the causes of disagreement between Mr. and Mrs. Van Daan?

16.  The spilling of the milk is a climactic crisis in Act I, scene 3.  Explain.

17.  In Act I, scene 3, Anne says that things have changed for her generation.  Do you think that parents expect the same things from their children as parents in Anne’s time expected?  Explain.  Do Anne and Peter have typical teenage attitudes toward their families?

18.  Identify: metaphor.  Explain the metaphor Anne uses on p. 365.

19.  What are some of the things Mr. Van Daan does that cause Peter shame?  Mrs. Van Daan?

20.  Do you think everyone in the annex should have had a part in the decision to take in Mr. Dussell?  Explain your answer.

21.  Why is Dussell’s surprise at seeing the Franks in Amsterdam good news for those living in the annex?

22.  Identify:  Zurich.

23.  How do the conflicts that character have seem almost insignificant when Mr. Dussell tells them what has been going on outside?

24.  Why does Mr. Dussell feel as he does about going into hiding?

25.  What conflicts arise between Anne and Mr. Dussell?  Why?

26.  Discuss the irony of Mr. Dussell’s comments about getting along well with children.

27.  As Act I, scene 4 opens, what is Mr. Van Daan doing?

28.   What does Anne’s nightmare in scene 4 tell the audience about her?

29.  Are girls the age of Anne always closer to their fathers?  Explain.

30.  Why do Mr. and Mrs. Frank speak German in this scene?

31.  How does Anne describe the problem between her and her mother?  What do you think would improve it?

32.  Identify:
 fatalist



Hanukkah



menorah

33.  How does Anne make Hanukkah special for the group?

34.  How does the Maccabees’ fight compare and contrast with the fight involving the Annex inhabitants?  See the footnote on p. 377.

35.  Give an example of Jewish resistance to the Germans.  See p. 379.

36.  Explain the irony of Mr. Van Daan’s complaint about Mouschi’s eating up all of the food.

37.  What happens during the Hanukkah celebration that causes fear among the group?

38.  Mrs. Van Daan thinks a thief may never tell that they are in hiding.  Mr. Dussell disagrees with her, saying a thief might make a bargain with the Green Police in exchange for information about people in hiding.  Which is the more logical conclusion?  Why?

39.  What does Anne’s gift giving reveal about her?  How do her gifts to her mother and Peter show that she has changed?

Act II

40.  Based on the cake incident of p. 389, has Mr. Van Daan changed at this point?

41.  What does the fur coat incident reveal about Mr. Van Daan’s character?

42.  Mr. Kraler brings news of a new problem.  Explain.

43.  What do the responses of Mr. Frank, Mr. Dussell, and Mr. Van Daan reveal about the type of person each man is?

44.  Give evidence that Peter’s feelings toward Anne have changed.

45.  What does Peter admire about Anne?

46.  How do Anne’s visits with Peter cause conflict for Mrs. Frank?

47.  Identify:  “Well, here I go . . . to run the gauntlet.” (p. 396)

48.  How have Anne’s plans for the future changed?  (What did she plan to become in the beginning of the play?  What is she planning to become now?)  Why does she “think more seriously about life.”

49.  Explain Peter’s inferiority complex.

50.  Why do the playwrights have Anne mention that the rats have been eating the food?

51.  What is the only event that causes Mrs. Frank to really become angry?  What is the result?

52. Identify:  “We don’t need the Nazis to destroy us.  We’re destroying ourselves”

(speaker, situation, meaning)

53.  Explain the cruelty and destructiveness of the inhabitants.

54.  Why does Mr. Frank not want Miep to see the group arguing?

55.  Identify:  D Day

56.  Identify:
General Eisenhower



Sir Winston Churchill

57.  After news of the invasion, why does Mr. Van Daan’s stealing no longer seem to matter?

58.  What new threat has now appeared (at the end of the scene 3)?

59.  Anne tells Peter that she has a way of “escaping” the annex.  Explain.

60.  How does Anne attempt to explain the war to Peter?  How does he react?

61.  Explain: “For the past two years we have lived in fear.  Now we can live in hope.” (who is speaking,who is being spoken to, and what this quotation means)

62.  Explain the irony of “I want to go on living even after my death.” (p. 404)

63.  What does Mr. Frank mean in the last scene when he says, “She puts me to shame”?

64.  Does the play offer any evidence of Anne’s statement that “people are really good are heart”?

65.  What is the climax of the play?

66.  What is the main conflict of the play?

67.  What is the theme of the play?

