Hoping the stars will guide them home, a young Afghani girl and an American woman in Pakistan meet under a Persimmon tree.  Najmah, the young Afghani refugee, whose name means star, loses her father and brother when they are forced to enlist with the Taliban and loses and her mother and infant brother in an air raid.  Risking her life, she goes on a dangerous journey disguised as a boy, in search of all that is left of what she calls home.  Nusrat is alone in Peshawar, Pakistan teaching refugee children while awaiting the return of her beloved husband, who is running a clinic in war-torn Afghanistan.  Both Nusrat and Najmah face tremendous difficulties doing what they do.  Najmah must travel across a forbidding landscape at the risk of being taken by the Taliban or killed on the road by bombs or smugglers.  Nusrat looks to the stars for reassurance that her husband will return despite her struggles to adapt culturally.  Painful realizations await both women, yet they find some comfort in each other when their paths finally meet under the persimmon tree.  

Under the Persimmon Tree by Suzanne Fisher Staples is a wonderful story set in a landscape we do not often hear about and including characters whose lives are often lost in the larger struggle.  Peace is found at last in the stars as The Koran tells both Najmah and Nusrat.  This is a story of personal struggle, cultural acclimation, tragic loss, and awakenings.  I highly recommend this to anyone; it is the Kite Runner of YA literature.
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