Touching Spirit Bear

Discussion Questions ch. 1-4

Please answer in complete sentences on a separate piece of paper.

1. Cole must wear his clothes inside out for two weeks.  Why?  

2. Cole takes off his clothes in front of the villagers on the shore.  What does this say about his character?

3. Cole thinks Edwin acts fearless, but Cole believes everyone is afraid of something.  Does that include him?  What is he afraid of?  How does a person look fearless?

4. Cole believes there will always be another last chance.  Why?

5. Cole always blames someone else for his behavior.  Give examples from the book.  What does this say about his maturity level?  

6. Circle Justice tries to heal, not punish.  How does it work? 

7. Why would Cole say he isn’t afraid of dying?

8. Why does Cole burn down his shelter?

9. Prediction: Who will be Cole’s sponsor?  How do you know?

10. Prediction: Will Cole touch the Devil’s Club? Why do you think so?

11. What does Cole think of the ingredients of his “cake”?  Are these types of experiences that make a person who he is?

12. Champ is what Garvey usually calls Cole, but after a discussion about the Hearing Circle, Garvey calls him Chump.  Why?  What does this say about Garvey’s attitude toward Cole?

13. At Circle Justice, Cole doesn’t like holding hands with his parents.  Compare the way his parents hold his hands.  What do their individual grips say about their characters?

14. Cole is moved by Peter’s slow, halting speech.  Who does he blame for Peter’s injuries?

15. Why doesn’t Cole regret burning the shelter and supplies and hurting Peter?

16. Prediction: Will the at.oow become precious to Cole?  How do you know?
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