Whirligig Discussion Questions~ Chapter 1 “Party Time”  & Chapter 2 “Weeksboro, ME”

Directions: On a separate piece of paper provide a detailed answer to the following questions. Answers must be in complete sentences, referring to the question being asked. Additionally, when possible, please include examples from the text and include the page numbers.

1. To what extent does Brent welcome his move from Atlanta to Chicago? Provide an example from the text that supports your answer.

2. Does Brent fit in with his new classmates? How do you know? 

3. Brent feels a bit out of place with his surroundings, provide two examples of this from the text.

4. On page 4 and 5, Brent is having dinner with his family. Describe Brent’s relationship with his family.

5. In your opinion, what is Brent’s biggest problem? How does he deal with his problem?

6. On page 4 Brent “reconnoitered” his father’s face. Why does he do this? What does this say about their relationship?

7. Find a sentence in the first chapter that begins or ends with a participle phrase; provide the page number.

8. On page 11, Brent “felt as if he were on stage.” Read the lines before and after this phrase. What do you think this means? What does this tell us about Brent?

9.  On page 18 Brent tell himself that he has “absolute power over his own life.” What does he mean by this? To what extent is he right or not right about this statement?

10.  In chapter 2, what point of view is the narration in? Whose thoughts do we hear? When do you think this chapter takes place?

11.  Name three things Alexandra believes Steph must change in order to attract boys? Do you agree? 

12. How is the above situation like Brent’s dilemma of moving to a new town?

13. Alexandra proclaims on page 25 that “thoughts are powerful. They are the seeds of events. By thinking something, we can make it happen.” How are “thoughts” powerful in chapter 1? Do you think Brent agrees with Alexandra? 

14. Describe the whirligig Alexandra and Steph visit.

15. Describe how Alexandra uses the whirligig as a symbol for her “guided imagery.” Is she convincing? 

