Iroquois

Our final Native American group takes us to the Eastern Woodlands of the United States.  This area is east of the Mississippi River.  This region is characterized by dense forests, which became the Iroquois’ main resource.  

The Iroquois used the endless supply of wood for many of their living needs.  They used trees and tree bark for shelter and transportation when building their longhouses and canoes.  Trees even provided a source of food for the Iroquois.  They would gather nuts from the various trees and make sugar from the sap.  

The Iroquois were farmers, hunters, and gatherers.  Where the soil was fertile, they were able to grow such things as corn, beans, and squash.  In less fertile areas, they depended on the many animals to provide food such as beaver, deer, bear, and opossum.  They also gathered the many nuts and berries found in the area for survival.  Living close to the many bodies of water found in this region allowed them to fish as another source of food.  

Unlike the Sioux, the Iroquois were less mobile.  Since the region was rich in resources the Iroquois settled in villages.  They lived in longhouses, which were long wooden buildings where several families lived together.  

Like the other groups we have discussed, the Iroquois also used their natural resources for clothing.  They would make their clothing out of the many plants that were available to them and from animal skins.  Like the other groups it was the men’s job to hunt the animals and the women’s job to skin the animals for food and clothing.  

The Iroquois had the first representative type of government in North America.  The five largest Iroquois tribes formed their own government called the Iroquois League.  Each tribe governed itself.  Situations that effected all the tribes like war and trade had to be decided by the Great Council.  This form of government cut down on the amount of fighting between the tribes and made the Iroquois a more peaceful community.
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Directions:  Complete each statement below by filling in the blank.  Use your Iroquois story for help.  You are to then locate the underlined words in the puzzle.

1. The Iroquois were located in the Eastern Woodlands region, which lies east of 

what river system?   __________________________________









2. The Iroquois hunted ________________________, deer, bear, and opossum.

3. The Iroquois used trees to build canoes for transportation and _________________ for shelter.

4.  The Iroquois were _______________________ , ___________________ , 

and.  These were the different ways of getting food for survival.

5.  The Iroquois formed the first representative form of government in

      North America.  This government was called the ____________________ .











6.  The Iroquois were not as mobile as the Sioux.  They settled in ___________ .

7.  The Iroquois farmed corn, beans, and ________________________ . 


8.  Situations like war and trade had to be decided by the _________________ .

