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African Americans were allowed to join the Union army in 1862, and from that point on, thousands of free African Americans enlisted.   Even though they were allowed to fight for the Union causes, African American soldiers were discriminated against.  They received less pay than white soldiers did, and they served in segregated units under the command of white officers.  African Americans were proud to fight in the war even though they faced discrimination, they not only went to war to restore the Union, but they also went to war to fight for their freedom.  Near the end of the war, the South no longer had enough white men to replace their casualties.  Robert E. Lee demanded that the Confederate government allow African Americans to fight in Confederate armies.  The government finally agreed and slaves were often used as naval crewmembers and soldiers in the Confederate Army. 

[image: image2.jpg]



