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The Civil War effected the life of every American,  whether it was on the battlefield or on the homefront.  When volunteers started to join the Union and Confederate armies, families and friends were often pitted against one another.  It was not uncommon for a father and son, or a brother and brother to be fighting on opposite sides of the war.  Troops on both sides were very young.  Most soldiers were under the age of 21.  Combat was very brutal for these boys.  They often found them selves in man-to-man combat.  As the war raged on with its new technologies such as cone-shaped bullets, which made rifles twice as accurate, new versions of cannons, and hand grenades, more than one quarter of the soldiers would die in any given battle.  The South soon found it especially hard to find new recruits to replace their casualties.  Dying in battle was not the only casualty of war; disease killed more men than bullets during the Civil War.  Medical care on the battlefield was very primitive.  Instead of patching up wounds, arms and legs were often cut off.  This form of medical attention often led to infection.  With the lack of medicines these infections often led to death.  As a result, over half the wounded died. 

