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Women had a major effect on the Civil War for both the Confederacy and the Union.  As the men left for battle, the women were forced to take over their jobs.  During the four long years of battle, women ran the farms and plantations in the South and the businesses in the North.  Some women even became involved on the battlefield.  Some women would dress as men to actually fight in battle, other acted as spies, and worked in hospitals as nurses.  Clara Barton was one of the most famous Civil War nurses and founder of the American Red Cross.  She trained nurses, collected medical supplies, and served in the battlefield hospitals.  Because of her efforts she became known as the "Angel of the Battlefield."

