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The Optional Senior Project: A Chance for More Wildcats to ROAR! 
 
The class of 2007 will have the opportunity to forge a new tradition at Deep Run 
by participating in the Optional Senior Project (OSP) program.  The program 
centers on students completing a long-term independent project in which they 
research a topic of their choice (within school policies and safety guidelines), 
create a substantial final product (in the form of an analysis, exhibition, or 
demonstration), and share their learning with an audience outside the school.   
 
Through the program, students enhance their skills in research, time 
management, organization, long-range planning, problem solving, critical 
thinking, writing, and presenting.  Each student is partnered with an 
advisor/mentor to guide them through the process and provide advice and 
subject expertise/experience. 
 
Other qualifications (such as a full load of AP courses) may certainly impress a 
college application committee more strongly than participation in this program, 
but for students whose talents are not showcased in their academic record or by 
other school activities, the OSP program gives them a chance to shine.  And for 
students passionate about a particular topic, the program provides a supportive 
structured environment within which to pursue their passion.   
 
In order to apply for admission into the OSP program, students must prepare a 
detailed project proposal and letter of intent which are reviewed by a Proposal 
Review Committee who determines (using a rubric) which plans qualify for 
admission.  Upon completion of the program, students present their 
accomplishments to another panel who (using a rubric) decides whether each 
project meets or exceeds expectations. 
 
If students are not earning a grade for completing this program, why would they 
want to participate?  Considering that the project must represent new learning 
and require a minimum of 40 hours of effort, it may not be the best fit for every 
student (which is why it is optional).  But for those who do participate, there are 
many benefits. 
 
In addition to the intrinsic rewards of learning about the topic and themselves, 
and making the leap from knowing something to doing something with what 
they know, students whose projects meet expectations will be recognized at the 
senior awards ceremony, earn a special seal on their diploma, and get an 
excused absence from classes to participate in a two-day senior project 
conference.  Those whose projects exceed expectations will also wear a 
distinctive cord at graduation.  Furthermore, it is possible that some hours spent 
on the OSP may qualify as community service hours. 
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The program coordinators have presented this opportunity to every English 11 
class and held two informational sessions – one during extended study (May 24) 
and one in the evening (May 31).  The first deadline for those interested in 
pursuing acceptance into the OSP program is June 14, 2006.  By this date, 
interested students must submit a preliminary project proposal.  For more 
information, consult the “OSP Exploration Packet” available on the library’s home 
page: http://www.deeprunlibrary.info 


