
Annotated Bibliography 
 
Annotated Citations (print) 
 
The Book of Rules: A Visual Guide to the Laws of Every Commonly Played Sport 

and Game. Ed. Andrew Duncan.  New York: Checkmark Books, 1998. 
 
Promoted as an essential family reference guide to popular sports, The Book of 
Rules covers 30 sports and games. Each game begins with a diagram of the playing 
field followed by colorfully illustrated information on equipment, dress, and how to 
play.  The most challenging section of each entry is the one on key rules.  These are 
the rules which have been approved by the governing body of that sport.  The 
reading is technical and therefore really useful only to someone who is already 
familiar with the sport.  Unfortunately, there is no mention of some of the more 
common terms associated with the sport.  The section on golf, for example, mentions 
an “ace,” or hole-in-one, but does not mention “par,” “bogie,” or “birdy.” 
 
Gordon, Devin. “The NASCAR Network; Dozens of cars, dizzying speeds, split-

second calls.  Welcome to the toughest gig in TV sports.” Newsweek July 
3,2006: 50. Thompson Gale. Deep Run High School, 08 Sept. 2006 
<http://find.galegroup.com>. 

 
This article focuses on Neil Goldberg whose job as a producer for Fox Sports is to 
“weave a race’s dozen-plus story lines into a broadcast unfolding live at 160mph.”  
It also emphasizes the importance of radio and TV broadcasters who have access to  
information unavailable to the average fan.  Keeping fans aware of what is 
happening in the pits adds a second dimension to their enjoyment of the race.  While 
not all of the commentary is vital, it keeps the fans engaged and frequently reveals 
the finer points of the competition. All of the speed and pressure of covering a 
NASCAR race are condensed into this one-page article. This is a good preview for 
anyone contemplating live commentary. 
 
“Sports Broadcasters and Announcers.” Ferguson’s Careers in Focus: 

Broadcasting. Ed. Andrew Morkes. Chicago: Ferguson Publishing Company, 
2001. 

 
Published as part of the Careers in Focus series, Broadcasting is targeted to a high 
school/middle school audience as a starting point in career exploration. Each 
chapter begins with a table listing necessary school subjects, personal skills, work 
environment, minimum education, salary certification, and employment outlook. 
After a brief overview of the history of the profession, the chapter expands on each 
of the items mentioned in the opening table.  The final pages provide names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and e-mails of places to contact for further information.  
These leads will prove quite valuable to anyone who cares enough to follow them. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Annotated Citations (online) 
 
American Sportscasters Online. 2003. American Sportscasters Association, Inc. 12 

May 2006 <http://www.americansportscastersonline.com/index.html> 
 
The American Sportscasters Association, headed by Chairman of the Board Dick 
Enberg, provides a wealth of information for anyone who has ever listened to a 
sporting event on radio or from another room during a TV broadcast.  Here are the 
links to all those familiar voices that have made us feel as though we had the front 
row seat. The home page gives a list of the association’s officers, its board of 
directors, and its advisory board.  A table to the left of the screen provides links to 
such important items as recently updated interviews with well-known sportscasters, 
broadcast firsts, sports broadcasting tips, and both national and international halls 
of fame.  The name of each hall of fame member is a link to that sportscaster’s 
photo and background information.  Even though members are listed from 1984 – 
1999 with no additions for 2000 forward, this is still an excellent starting place and a 
treasure trove of information for anyone who wants to identify the essence of sports 
broadcasting at its finest. 
 
Conducting Interviews. Fall 2006. NIU English Department Northern Illinois 

University. 07 September 2006 
<http://www.engl.niu.edu/wac/interview.html> 

 
Here are sixteen tips from a university English department to help the novice get the 
most from an interview.  Particularly useful are the hints for posing questions to get 
the desired information and for using follow-up questions to elicit even more.  The 
tips are arranged sequentially, everything from preparing for the interview to 
jotting down the final notes.  Anyone planning to conduct an interview as part of a 
research project would do well to take this advice to heart.   
 
 
Annotated Citation (interview) 
 
Pritchard, Leonard. Personal interview. 11 September 2006.  
 
Lenny Pritchard, head football coach of Deep Run High School, talks about the 
purpose and importance of sports broadcasting, and cites Al Michaels, Bob Costas, 
and Pat Summerall as among his favorite commentators.  Pritchard discusses those 
qualities that he finds essential in a commentator and boldly states the quality he 
dislikes the most: being opinionated.  From a coach’s perspective, Pritchard 
reminds would-be broadcasters that their job is to offer “insight, not opinion.” 
This interview corroborates information found at the Sportscaster’s Hall of Fame 
site, while looking at broadcasting from an entirely different perspective.  
 


