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I’ve decided to go with sports broadcasting as my topic because I think it’ll be the most 
fun to do.  In June, I found a few sources, including the American Sportscasters 
Association Hall of Fame, so I decided to restart my research by looking at that site 
again.  I have two goals for my research: 1) to understand the history of sports 
broadcasting and the techniques used, and 2) to find out if there are some personality 
traits or “style” qualities that successful broadcasters share. 
 
The site is pretty boring – just a blue background with yellow text and a few photos.  It’s 
also frustrating to use because every time you click on a broadcaster’s name to read his 
bio, it opens up a new window.  Despite its flaws, I found some useful information as I 
scanned the pages – mainly the quotes about what other sportscasters had said about the 
honorees.  One common thread that I found was the praise they received for being fair in 
their reporting, and for being funny.  Many quotes also mentioned how humble the 
sportscasters were despite their fame.  I consider myself pretty humble, but don’t really 
think of myself as funny, so I hope I can still produce an interesting broadcast. 
 
The hall of fame closed in 2000 and the last inductee was in 1999.  Because the hall of 
fame recognized long careers, the list does not include people I’m used to seeing on TV, 
like Bob Costas, the guy who does broadcasts about the Olympics and who currently 
hosts a Sunday night football show on NBC.  I picked a few names I’d at least heard of 
before and read their bios: Pat Summerall, Howard Cosell, and Harry Caray.  I’ve heard 
Pat Summerall cover football games with John Madden; my grandfather has mentioned 
listening to Howard Cosell cover Muhammed Ali’s boxing bouts; and Dad has told me 
about listening to Harry Caray commentate Cubs games (Dad’s favorite baseball team).  
There are no women in the hall of fame at all, although I know there are several 
working in the field now.  I wonder if the female sportscasters share any qualities or 
traits that are different from the men they work with.  I’d imagine fairness and humor 
are still important, but I am curious to see if there are any differences.  
 
Possible search words/phrases I noticed as I read: play-by-play coverage, sports 
announcer, commentator, television sports journalism, sportscast, and color commentary 
 
What to try next: ask coaches at school, see if I can talk to the Channel 99 guy, ask 
friends if they know any sports broadcasters, databases, Google, library books 


