
QUESTION FORMATION IN SPANISH 
 

There are 2 kinds of questions that can be asked in English or Spanish.  The first is a question that 
expects a YES or NO answer.  In Spanish, to ask a question that will have an answer that starts with 
either sí or no, you only need to reverse the order of the verb and the subject in a sentence.  For 
example:   

Juan es un estudiante.        Juan is a student  
To make that a question we simply reverse the positions of the verb and subject.  The question 
becomes: 

¿Es Juan un estudiante?  Is Juan a student? 
 
Often in English we start a question with DO or DOES, IS or ARE.  If the DO or DOES, IS or ARE 
is not the main verb of the questions, the English word DO or DOES, IS or ARE will be replaced by 
the upside-down question mark.  For example:  Does Pedro wear dresses? 
 
Since DOES is not the main verb, it becomes the upside-down question mark.  Next we locate the 
main verb with is WEAR and translate that to Spanish, making sure that we have matched the form 
with the subject.  The verb is then followed by the subject and the rest of the sentence.  Our example 
above becomes :  ¿Lleva Pedro vestidos? 

 
If the DO or DOES, IS or ARE is the ONLY verb in the question or sentence, then it must be 
translated into Spanish. 
 
The 2nd type of question requires that the answer provide more information.  These questions always 
begin with an interrogative or question word.  The Spanish interrogatives are: 

Who (singular) = ¿Quién? 
Who (plural) = ¿ Quiénes? 

Where = ¿Dónde? 
Where to = ¿Adónde? 

Where from = ¿De dónde? 
What = ¿Qué? 
How = ¿Cómo? 

Which (singular) = ¿Cuál? 
Which (plural) = ¿Cuáles? 

When = ¿Cuándo? 
How many/how much = ¿Cuánto(s)/Cuánta(s)? 

Why = ¿Por qué? 
 
When forming one of these questions, always use this pattern: 

¿Interrogative + verb + rest of the sentence + subject? 
OR 

¿Interrogative + verb + subject + rest of the sentence?   
 
Again, as in the YES/NO questions, do NOT translate DO or DOES, IS or ARE unless it is the 
ONLY verb in the sentence.  Otherwise, ignore it translate the action verb.   


