
 

VUS.12b

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the effects of World War II on the home front by
b) explaining the origins of the Cold War, and describing the Truman Doctrine and the policy of containment of 
communism, the American role of wars in Korea and Vietnam, and the role of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in Europe.
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Impact of the Cold War in the United States.

Played on American fears by recklessly 
accusing many government officials & 
citizens of being communist based on 

flimsy or no evidence.

Fear of Communism

Senator Joseph 
McCarthy

Schools held nuclear 
attack drills.

The threat of nuclear war.

Citizens were urged to 
build bomb shelters.

Soviets build 
nuclear weapons 
using technical 

secrets obtained 
by spying

Convicted of 
spying for the 

Soviets.
Alger Hiss

Julius & Ethel 
Rosenberg 

McCarthyism:  the making of 
false accusation based on 

rumor or guilt by association.

The Cold War made foreign 
policy a major issue in 

every presidential election.
Military expenditures benefited 

Virginia's economy throughout the 
Cold War.

Hampton Roads, 
home to several 
large naval & air 

bases.

Norther Virginia, home of the 
Pentagon & many private 

companies that contract with the 
military


