
C.E.10a

Entrepreneur

A person who takes a 
risk to produce goods 
and services in search 

of profit

May establish a 
business according to 
any of the three types 

of organizational 
structures

Basic types of business ownership

Proprietorship
A form of business organization with one 
owner who takes all fo the risks and all 

the profits.

Partnership
A form of business organization with two 
or more owners who share the risks and 

the  profits.

Corporation
A form of business organization that is 

authorized by law to act as a legal person 
regardless the number of owners.  

Owners share the profits.   Owner liability 
is limited to investment.

STOCK CERTIFICATE
BST holds a number of sources that report corporate financial events, obsolete securities, or company 
histories:

•  Capital Changes Reporter. Chicago: CCH Incorporated. Presents a record of changes in the corporate 
capital structure of individual public companies, including mergers, dividends, and liquidations. We 
subscribe to the Web-based version of this 7 0+-year-old service, and our librarians can perform 
searches for you.
•  Directory of Corporate Affiliations. "Who Owns Whom." New Providence, NJ: National Register 
Publishing, annual. Lists subsidiaries and divisions, some of which were once freestanding companies 
merged into larger entities. XHG4057.A3 (BST owns the volumes that cover 1970–date.)
•  Directory of Obsolete Securities. Jersey City, NJ: Financial Information Inc., annual. Contains brief 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the structure and operation of the United States economy by:
a) describing the types of business organizations and the role of entrepreneurship.

There are three basic ways that businesses organize to earn profits.  
Entrepreneurs play an important role in all three business organizations.


