
The judicial function is exercised in a dual court system, which consists of state 
courts and federal courts.

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the judicial systems established by the Constitution of Virginia and the Constitution of the 
United States of America by:

a) describing the organization and jurisdiction of federal and state courts.
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Virginia, like each of the other forty-nine states, has its own court system 
whose organization and jurisdiction are derived from its constitution and 

state laws.

Virginia Supreme Court
(Justices / no jury)

Court of final appeal (appellate jurisdiction)

Limited original jurisdiction

General District Court
(Judge)

Original jurisdiction of misdemeanors

Civil cases less than $1,000

Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
(Judge / no jury)

Juvenile and family cases

Magistrates issue search warrants, 
subpoenas, arrest warrants, and 

summons and set bail.

Court of Appeals of Virginia
(Judges / no jury)

Apellate jurisdiction from circuit courts

Circuit Court
(Judge and Jury)

Original jurisdiction for felony criminal cases 
and civil cases over $1,000

Apellate jurisdiction from district courts


