
Tools for Teaching (T4T) is a University of Richmond 3 credit undergraduate course for teachers (K-12) seeking recertification (90 points).  T4T is an INTEGRATED SYSTEM of classroom management, instruction and discipline.  As in a real classroom, management isn’t separated from instruction and discipline.  Above all, T4T is three things:  PRACTICAL, PRACTICAL, PRACTICAL.  T4T was created and has been taught by David Burgess, Principal of Ward ES, since spring of 2005.


The course will teach you (and you will practice and immediately use) skills and strategies to answer the following questions:

How can I show students I mean business, and they have to do what I want them to do?

How can I stop getting so upset when I discipline?  How can I stop nagging?

How can I turn problem students around?

How can I avoid re-teaching the lesson I just taught 5 more times during guided practice?

How can I manage students during transitions as well as when I am with a small group?

What instructional techniques improve both comprehension as well as long term memory?


There are NO EXAMS – only two short reaction papers and a brief oral presentation.  Textbook costs $29.95; instructor will bring the book to first class so you don’t have to go to the UR bookstore.  Tools for Teaching is accepted (for employed teachers) for relicensure by HCPS to substitute for a content area course.


During the Fall semester, the T4T class will meet on Tuesdays at Ward Elementary School, beginning Sept. 7, 2010, from 4:30 to 7:40 p.m.  The course ends on Nov. 30.  The Course is listed as EDUC 344U.  With an enrollment cap of 15, the slots go fast.  Students can sign up online as early as mid-July.  


The Spring semester begins Jan. 11 and ends on April 19, 2011.  Same place and times.      

To register online, go to: http://scs.richmond.edu/degrees/education/licensure/professional-devel.html
Below are some comments from teachers who have taken the course; more reactions on the next two pages: 

“Tools for Teaching has changed my outlook on teaching and disciplining.  Thank you for all you have given us.  What a learning experience!”  

-- Vickie Fahed, Ashe ES

“The first day I began to use some of the tools I had learned, my classroom culture began to change.  Within days pockets of disruption were eliminated and I could teach without having to stop to request everyone’s full attention . . . I would highly recommend this course for both new and experienced teachers.” 


Chris Bailor, Hermitage High 

 “To be honest I took the class because I needed re-certification but came out having really learned some very practical and useful suggestions/techniques.  I have suggested your class to several of my colleagues.  Thank you!!” 

-- Cindy Harris, Crestview ES


“Thanks so much for all your work on Tools for Teaching.  It has been a great experience.  I will really miss meeting on Wednesdays.”  

-- Tracey Bashaw, Short Pump MS

“The class is packed with wonderful and practical ideas to enrich my teaching experience.  After each class, I can’t wait to get to school the next day and try what I learned in class the night before.  I have never had a college level class that had such a positive impact on my teaching style.  I have learned to work smart.”

-- Ann Houck, Baker ES

“I very much enjoyed your class.  Interaction with you and my classmates was extremely helpful – and I was able to apply techniques in my ED classroom.”  





-- Lisa Taylor, Elko Middle

 “I took this class on a recommendation from another teacher at my school and it was great advice to take!  The workload has been VERY manageable.  I’ve gotten a lot of new ideas and techniques that I have applied in my own classroom and it has been really effective.” 
– Margaret Martin, Pemberton ES

“Tools for Teaching has practical and useful ideas for both new and veteran teachers.  After thirty four years of teaching, I found this class to be one of the most useful that I have ever taken.  The course work actually helps you with discipline and instruction.” 
– Faye Conway, Byrd Middle

“The Tools for Teaching class is very practical in that you can immediately practice the skills used in class in your own class the very next day.  The fact that the class meets only once a week is ideal for working/teaching moms (or dads).  Class size is minimal, so it gives you a chance to get to know other teachers from elementary, middle and high schools, and exchange ideas.  Out of the many workshops and classes I have taken, Tools for Teaching is, by far, the most helpful and enjoyable one I have ever taken!” 

– Jennifer Connell, Glen Allen ES

“I found your class very refreshing.  Even though I’ve taught for over 20 years there are always new ways to try things.  This class helped me especially this year because I’ve had a very challenging year and Fred Jones helped my days to run smoother and more efficient.  I have recommended this class to my teachers who are looking for immediate ways to better their instructional time with more effective discipline.  I enjoyed sharing experiences with other teachers as we tried our Fred Jones’ techniques weekly.  Thanks for offering this course in such a relaxing atmosphere.”  
-- Rosemary Silva, Glen Lea ES

 “I teach elementary physical education and could apply Fred Jones’ ideas to my situation.  Taking this class has really reduced my amount of behavioral problems.  My students seem to be more focused and better listeners.  I highly recommend this class for every teacher.” 
– Karen Lucas, Dumbarton ES

“I am currently attending this course, and I think it is amazing.  I have brought back to my classroom so many practical tips and techniques that have made my class and teaching better!  If you need a course to take – this one is it!!!  Please feel free to e-mail me any questions that you may have about the course.  I will be happy to help! “

– Sandy Clark, Greenwood ES

