
Postwar 
outcomes
Wars have political, 
economic, and social 

consequences. 
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Boundary Issues
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Divisions of Europe
 At the end of World 

War II, the Soviet 
Union had forces 
occupying most of 
Eastern and Central 
Europe and the 
Eastern portion of 
Germany. 

 These nations 
included: Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Albania 
and Yugoslavia. 
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As the Soviets pushed into previously 
Nazi occupied territory, they left their 
troops- as though they had conquered 
new lands.



Divisions of Europe
 Even though the Soviets 

promised to allow for 
free elections to occur in 
these nations, the U.S 
and the west was 
suspicious as each 
nation chose 
communism as their 
form of government (the 
Red Army was 
responsible for running 
these elections). 

 These became known as 
"Satellite Nations"; 
holding puppet 
governments controlled 
by the Soviet Union 

 A critical division came 
in Germany! Map courtesy of: © 1998 Cable News Network, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Divisions of Europe

 The bold orange 
line represents the 
"Iron Curtain", 
the line between 
Soviet dominated 
Eastern Europe and 
the pro-west 
Western Europe.
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Divisions 
of 

Germany

 The Soviets dominated Eastern 
Germany as they marched in to 
defeat Hitler. 

 Germany was partitioned into East 
and West Germany. 

 West Germany became 
democratic and resumed self-
government after a few years of 
American, British and French 
occupation. 

 East Germany remained under the 
domination of the Soviet Union 
and did not adopt democratic 
institutions. 

 The capital city of Berlin was also 
divided into an "East" and a 
"West". This posed a particular 
problem for West Germany as 
Berlin was entirely inside East 
Germany! 



Divisions of Germany
This map indicates the 

division of Berlin after 
World War II. The 
original plan was to unify 
the city and the nation of 
Germany, however, the 
Soviet Union would not 
relinquish control of its 
portion of the city. The 
red area on the map 
became "East Berlin"--
capital of East 
Germany. The other 
three regions combined 
to form "West Berlin"--
the capital of West 
Germany. 
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Marshall 
Plan

(1947)

 Europe lay in ruins and 
needed assistance to 
rebuild. 

 U.S. provided massive 
financial aid to help rebuild 
European economies ($12.5 
Billion). 

 This was an attempt to stop 
the spread of communism 
by providing a "friendship". 

 Even though this plan was 
made available to the 
nations of Eastern Europe 
(dominated by the Soviets), 
they refused the economic 
assistance-- an order given 
from Moscow. 

 Even though it was the most 
expensive plan to date, it 
was very successful! 

Destruction on Germany



Rebuilding Japan

Japan was economically and morally defeated -
and occupied by AMERICAN forces.



Rebuilding Japan
 The U.S. and other 

nations imposed strict 
limitations on Japan after 
the war. 

 General Mac Arthur was 
responsible for overseeing 
the rebuilding of Japan 
and the organization of 
the new government. 

 Japan's Constitution was 
modeled after the U.S. 
Constitution. The plan of government in Japan is 

still referred to as “Mac Arthur’s 
Constitution”.



Rebuilding 
Japan

 Japan was limited in 
their ability to make 
war-- their army and 
navy were restricted 
in size and power so 
that neither could be 
strong enough to 
wage war, only to 
protect their 
boundaries. 

 The U.S. committed 
to the role of 
protecting Japan 
militarily. 

 This freed much of 
Japan's 
resources. Instead of 
focusing on 
maintaining armed 
forces, Japan has 
been able to utilize 
more resources to 
develop a strong 
economy. 

 Since Japan's 
surrender, she has 
become one of 
America's strongest 
trade allies in the 
world! 



The United 
Nations

 The general purpose of 
the United Nations is to 
provide for a way for all 
nations to work together 
to solve problems in 
order to prevent war. 

 It was formed in 1945, 
and was similar to the 
concept of the League 
of Nations. 

 It first met in San 
Francisco, and today the 
U.N. resides in New 
York. 

 Its charter was written 
by the victorious Allies. 
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Cold War 
Themes

Containment:
To stop the spread of 
Communism

Domino Theory:
The idea that if one 
nation falls to 
Communism, its 
neighbor would fall, and 
eventually Communism 
would dominate an 
entire region and 
threaten the U.S. 

Collective 
Security:
Using an alliance system 
to prevent aggression 

(such as NATO)

Massive 
Retaliation:
Using the threat of 
complete war as a 
deterrent to attack in 
order to keep the peace 
(President Eisenhower). 
This helped spark the 
arms race. 

Brinkmanship:
Existing near a state of 
war so that each side 
would take great care 
not to upset the balance 
of peace. 

Arms Race:
The rapid buildup of 
weapons and military to 
deter any attack.
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