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The Louisiana Purchase stretched from the Mississippi River 
to the Rocky Mountains.  This secured American rights to 
the port of New Orleans, and opened to door for 
expansion west!

 Jefferson purchased 
from France for $15 
million

 Nearly doubled size 
of U.S.

 Jefferson questioned 
if this purchase was 
constitutional. 



 Jefferson authorized Lewis and Clark to 
explore the new territory and gather 
scientific information.

 They were also looking to find a river 
route to the Pacific Ocean.

 Sacajawea, a “First American” woman, 
served as their guide and translator.  
(She is now honored on our $1 coin)



 America needed to 
fight the British again 
as War Hawks sought 
parts of Canada, an 
end to British 
impressment of sailors, 
and an end to British 
agitation of Indians in 
the West.

 British interference 
with American 
shipping and western 
expansionism fueled 
the call for a 
declaration of war. 

This political cartoon depicts the 
agitation of the British – as they 
encouraged American Indians to 
attack U.S. settlers.



 Federalists opposed 
Madison’s war resolution and 
talked of secession and 
proposed constitutional 
amendments that were not 
acted upon.

 The American forces “held 
their own”, and the British 
were willing to engage in 
peace talks.



 Andrew Jackson became a 
popular war hero for his 
exploits at the Battle of 
New Orleans.

 The Treaty of Ghent ended 
hostilities with our “mother 
country”.

 The American “victory” 
produced a shared claim to 
the Oregon Territory and 
increased migration into 
Florida (later acquired from 
Spain).

This mural by Allyn Cox depicts the 
burning of the Capitol during the 
War of 1812.  Even though the 
British seized our capital, they could 
not defeat the nation.  America 
successfully won the “Second War for 
Independence”.



 The Americas should not be 
considered for future colonization 
by European Powers.

 Nations in the Western 
Hemisphere were inherently 
different from those of Europe 
(republics rather than 
monarchies).

 The U.S. would regard any 
European attempt to “meddle” in 
the Western Hemisphere as a 
threat to peace and safety.

 The U.S. would not interfere in 
European affairs!

Some regard Monroe’s 
Doctrine as a statement 
of isolationism.  It laid 
the groundwork for our 
later imperialist efforts 
in Latin America.





 Economic and strategic interests, 
supported by popular beliefs, led to 
territorial expansion to the Pacific 
Ocean.

 The new American Republic prior to the 
Civil War experienced dramatic 
territorial expansion, immigration, 
economic growth and industrialization.

 Americans, stirred by hunger for land 
and resources, and the ideology of 
“Manifest Destiny”, flocked to new 
frontiers.



 American settlers poured 
westward from the coastal 
states into the Midwest, 
Southwest, and Texas--
seeking economic 
opportunity through 
farming.

 The growth of railroads and 
canals helped the growth of 
an industrial economy and 
supported western movement 
as products could be 
transported.

Eli Whitney’s invention of the 
cotton gin led to spread of the 
slavery-based “Cotton 
Kingdom” of the South and 
made slavery an issue for 
America during expansion.



The Alamo was the most 
famous battle of the Texas 

Revolution.  A band of 
Texans fought to the last 

man, against a vastly 
larger force, and became 

martyrs for their cause!  

 American migration into 
Texas (owned by Mexico) led 
to an armed revolt against 
Mexican rule as their rights 
were being limited.

 Texas won independence in 
1836, and was annexed by the 
U.S. in 1845.

 Even though the order was 
signed by President Tyler, it 
was the election of James K. 
Polk that prompted the act!



 The U.S. had shared the Oregon Territory with 
Britain since the end of the War of 1812.

 President Polk wanted to claim Oregon for 
U.S.

 U.S. threatened war, and Britain offered to 
split the territory-- we accepted the offer in 
1846.



 America saw the opportunity to 
gain vast territory- and to 
complete Manifest Destiny 
across to the Pacific.

 President James K. Polk offered 
to purchase the territory from 
Mexico- his offer was refused.

 Polk agitated Mexico- they 
attacked- and war was 
declared!

President Polk helped 
the United States to 
secure lands across the 
continent, from Texas to 
California!

Portraits courtesy of National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution



 Victory 
brought the 
acquisition of 
that a vast 
territory-
from modern 
day New 
Mexico to 
California!The “Mexican Cession” was 

granted to the U.S. in the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo!



 During this period of westward migration, the 
American Indians were repeatedly defeated in 
conflicts with settlers and soldiers and forcibly 
moved from their ancestral homelands.

 They were forced to march far away from 
their homes and were confined to reservations 
in the West.

 The forcible removal of these “First Americans” 
would continue throughout the remainder of 
the 19th century, interrupted only by the Civil 
War.



The Trail of Tears, depicted above, occurred when the 
Cherokee were forced to leave Georgia and relocate to 
reservations in modern day Oklahoma.  Even though the 
Supreme Court ruled in their favor, President Jackson refused 
to enforce the ruling!



The belief that 
the U.S. should 
expand 
westward from 
the Atlantic to 
the Pacific

This notion provided the 
political support for the 
territorial expansion through
the first half of the 19th 
Century!


