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Using the history of art since 1900 as a guide to self-discovery,
students will choose an influential oil painting to research, evaluate,
and appropriate. Through this process, each student will not only
learn about the contextual history of the image, but will also
discover the techniques and control required for its making. The
final product should emulate, as closely as possible, the mood,
surfaces, linear gestures, and intensity of the original painting, while
at the same time changing the context of the original image through
the inclusion of the student’s likeness in the painting.

All students will have two options as they approach this project.
The first option is to recreate the original painting, replacing one
of the figures with his or her own likeness. The second option
is much more difficult, and requires the student to consider the
visual characteristics of the studied artist’s collective body of
work, creating a self-portrait that speaks clearly to the artist’s
use of composition, color, line, texture, and mood. This second
option will require the student to become very familiar with the
tendencies of the studied artist.
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When choosing the image from which to work, students should
seek an inspiring image, as they will be dedicating several hours
to its study. This project is infinitely more successful when the
student is intrigued by both the history and visual properties of
the chosen image of study.

Students must also consider the quality of reproduction available
before they commit to a painting to study. Reproductions must
be of a high enough quality to see the nuances of the painted
surface, as the goal of this project is to borrow the brush stroke,
thickness of paint, and quality of line present in the appropriated
painting.
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The second part of this project is to create a Power Point
Presentation that adequately describes the history and visual
characteristics of your chosen painting. Use the criteria listed on
the next page as a guide for your presentation. Please take this
portion of the project seriously and realize that you will be
graded on how well you teach the material to your peers. The
presentation to the class will count as a test grade, and the self-
portrait will count as two project grades. This assignment will
count heavily toward your grades in both the third and fourth
nine-week periods.
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PRESENTATIONCRITERIA

SLIDEONE IDENTIFICATION

On this slide, you will need to include the title of the painting, the
artist who created the painting, as well as the year in which the
painting was created. This introduction slide should also include
a high quality image of the painting.

SLIDETWO STYLISTIC

On this slide, you will need to describe the visual characteristics
of the painting. As you present, you will be expected to
demonstrate your ability to really look and analyze the work of
art. Things to consider when creating this slide are the artist’s
use of color, texture, line, texture, rhythm, form, composition, as
well as the way in which the paint was applied to the canvas.

Feel free to add additional slides and detailed shots of the
painting to help the class truly understand the painting well. You
may want to consider displaying other paintings by the artist that
further describe his or her style of painting.
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PRESENTATIONCRITERIA

SLIDETHREE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE This slide should
contain a brief summary of the artist’s life. Try to include
interesting facts that are important to the development of the
artist’s work. Avoid detailed biographies that will bore the class.

You will also need to include one or more quotes by the artist
that will help the class understand his or her attitude toward
painting. Choose your quotes carefully, and be able to explain
how the quotes are relative to the work created by the artist.

Finally, you should include a description of historical events that
were going on around the time of the painting’s creation. Try, if
possible, to make a connection between the subject matter of
your artist’s work and the historical events that surrounded its
creation.
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PRESENTATIONCRITERIA

SLIDEFOUR PERSONAL RESPONSE

This slide should include your thoughts about the research that
you have done. Just as | encourage you to include your
response to the research done in your journal, | would like to see
you give meaningful feedback on what you have learned in doing
this research project.

SLIDEFIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY

This slide should include a list of all resources that you used for
every image, quote, and historical fact. The librarians will discuss
the format that you will need to use when citing your sources.



