
Aid and 
Alliances

The U.S. as a 
neighbor in 
the world!



Foreign Aid
Foreign aid — economic and military aid to 
other countries—has been a basic feature 
of American foreign policy for more than 50 
years.
Most aid has been sent to those nations 
regarded as the most critical to the 
realization of this country’s foreign policy 
objectives.
Most foreign aid money must be used to buy 
American goods and products.



Security Alliances

This is an agreement that if any 
nation is attacked, the others will 
come to its defense!



NATO

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) was formed to promote the collective 
defense of Western Europe.
Today, NATO’s purpose has changed. With the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO’s goals 
have broadened to include peacekeeping roles, 
such as in the Balkans, and  establishing a 
continued relationship with Russia.



Other Alliances
The United States is also part of the 
Rio Pact with Canada and Latin 
America, the ANZUS pact with 
Australia and New Zealand, as well 
as other pacts in the Pacific region.
The United States has also taken an 
active interest in the actions that 
unfold in the Middle East, although 
America is not part of any formal 
alliance in the region.





The United Nations
The United Nations was formed following World 
War II to promote peace and security across the 
globe. 
The General Assembly acts as “the town meeting of 
the world.”
Oversight and maintenance of international peace 
is delegated to the UN Security Council, of which 
the United States is a permanent member.
Peacekeeping missions, international aid to 
children and women, and investigations and aid for 
world health services are all examples of current 
United Nations functions.





Sanctions:
Sometimes, we disagree with other 

nations and their policies.

That’s when we use these little “tricks”
to get them to change their policies.





Types of Sanctions:
Political: boycotts help raise public 
awareness of our general 
disapproval
Economic: boycotts and embargoes 
work to harm a nation’s ability to 
make money
Military: sometimes, they just need 
to get “smacked”!


