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Our principles of government 

and law developed by leading 

European political thinkers –

Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, 

and Montesquieu – may be 

found in the Constitution of found in the Constitution of 

Virginia, the Declaration of 

Independence, and the 

Constitution of the United 

States!



Thomas Hobbes

� English philosopher 
(1588-1679)

� Based ideas on what he 
considered “natural law”considered “natural law”

� Violence and disorder is 
a state of nature

� An absolute monarchy is 
the best way to find 
peace

Hobbes’ basic ideas of 
natural law and limited 
government are found in 
the Declaration of 
Independence and the 
Constitutions of Virginia and 
the United States!



Thomas Hobbes
� People should form a 

contract with their 
monarch to give up that 
state of nature 
(freedom) in exchange (freedom) in exchange 
for protection (peace)

� People do not have the 
right to rebel!

� The government is 
limited in that it should 
protect the people and 
is not divine.

In Hobbes’ most notable 
work, he describes humans 
as “nasty, brutish and 
short”.



John Locke

� English philosopher (1632-
1704)

� Also based ideas on what 
he considered “natural 
law” – but saw men as law” – but saw men as 
reasonable and moral

� He advocated a social 
contract – where the 
people entered into an 
agreement with the 
government …

Locke’s ideas of limited 
government  are found 
in the Declaration of 
Independence, and the 
constitutions of Virginia 
and the United States!



John Locke

� The people give up 
their state of nature 
to obey the laws of 
the government.

� If the government 
does not protect the 
people – it is the 
right of the people to the government.

� In exchange, the 
government protects 
the people – and 
their natural rights of 
life, liberty and 
property.

right of the people to 
overthrow that 
government and 
replace it!

� People’s natural 
rights exist apart 
from the government



Charles de Montesquieu
� French philosopher (1689-

1755)
� Promoted the idea of 

separating the powers of 
government to prevent 
tyranny “Luxury ruins republics; tyranny

� Legislative to make laws, 
executive to enforce laws, 
and judicial to interpret laws

� These ideas are the exact 
outline of the Constitutions of 
VA and the U.S.!

“Luxury ruins republics; 
poverty, monarchies”


