
Government 
Project 
 

This project will be worth two test grades!!! 
You will be permitted to work in groups of up to four individuals.  One 
project will be turned in for each group, and all members will receive the 
same grade. 
 
The Assignment: 

Create a political party and run a candidate in a class election for the 
esteemed office of “Grand Pooh-Bah”. 

 
The Process: 
Create a Platform: (50 points) 

You must create a platform of 8 “planks” (key ideas).  Each “plank” 
must have a general policy statement and include three methods 
your party plans to achieve its goal.  You must include the following 
topics as part of your platform: 

 Taxes 
 Social Programs 
 Education 
 Foreign Policy 
 You will include 4 other topics of your own choosing.   

This is to be typed up and turned in prior to the debate. 
Any research done and sources used must be cited on the “works cited” page. 
 
Promotional Presentation: (50 points) 

You will create a Power Point presentation to promote your new party.  
In your presentation, you will include an introduction to your party, 
your vision statement and your basic beliefs.  This is designed to “sell” 
your party and its ideas – and you will have between 2 and 4 minutes 
for this presentation.  The group’s Press Secretary is responsible for 
this presentation. 
Any images and sources used must be cited on the “works cited” page. 
 
 

Create a Campaign Advertisement: (50 points) 
You will use a movie making program to create a 30 second advertisement 
for your candidate.  You must include at least three different reasons to 
vote for your candidate.  You should use images and music to enhance the 
effect of your ad.  Very strict attention will be given to the time – as 
this is designed to run as a television advertisement.  Any images, music 
and sources used must be cited on the “works cited” page. 



Debate: (50 points) 
The Candidate will participate in a class debate.  The teacher will 
serve as the moderator, and most of the questions will be made 
available prior to the debate.  Each group will have the opportunity 
to prepare one question to be asked at the debate without any prior 
knowledge.  Each candidate will be given 60 seconds to make an 
opening statement – and 60 seconds to make a rebuttal / closing 
statement at the conclusion.  You will be graded on your ability to 
answer the question, and place it in the context of your platform 
beliefs. 
 

The Election: 
The class will have the opportunity to vote for the candidate they feel “won” 
the campaign.  The winning party of the election will receive 25 bonus points 
towards this assignment.  The “electoral catch” is that you will not be able to 

vote for your own candidate!!! 
 

The Roles: 
A person must assume more than one role.  HOWEVER, the Candidate and the Press 
Secretary must not be the same person! 
The Candidate: Run for office and complete the debate. 
The Press Secretary: Present the party’s promotional Power Point to the 
class, and serve as the primary spokesperson for the party. 
The Manager: coordinate the effort, keep tabs on all progress, be sure all 
work is completed and turned in by the deadlines. 
Researcher:  locates information using the world wide web, and other 
resources, and documents the resources on the works cited page 
Writer:  create the Platform, Promotional Power Point and the campaign ad. 
 
 
Specific instructions regarding rubrics, works cited pages and 
due dates will be forthcoming! 
 


