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WINDOWS MOVIE MAKER 
 

CREATING A VIDEO USING STILL PICTURES 
 
 

1. Open your My Documents folder. Open the My Videos folder. Under 
File and Folder Tasks, select>Make a new folder.  All of the 
pictures/video clips and music clips that will be used for a project 
should be kept in the same folder.  If you want to use a picture from 
the internet, right-click the picture and highlight Save Picture as.  
Navigate to the project folder, rename the picture and click save.   

 
2. From the Start menu, go to Programs > Window’s Movie Maker. 
 

Here is the Storyboard View.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Menu Bar 
Tool Bar 

• New Project 
• Open Project 
• Undo (can undo as many as 7 tasks) 
• Redo (can Redo as many as 7 tasks) 
• Tasks 
• Collections 
• Location (allows you to view video 

effects, transitions or collections) 

Project Preview Window 
Contents Pane 
Show Timeline icon  
Storyboard 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks View Tab 
Collections View Tab  
Collections Tool Window 

Views 
• As Thumbnails 
• As  complete list of Details 
• Arrange by date, duration, 

etc. 
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If you are in the Tasks View, click any of the Movie Tasks and you will be 
able to perform that Task.  If you are in the Collections View, you will see 
three folders:  Video Effects, Transitions, and Collections.  These folders 
are permanent, but you can add other folders inside the Collections folder to 
organize your clips.  Click any folder and you will be able to perform 
different tasks within that folder.  The Show Timeline icon allows you to 
change to the Timeline View. 

 
The Timeline View has more detail than the Storyboard view.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruler 

 
Title Overlay 
 
Cursor 
 
Audio/Music Track 
 
 
 

The Video track is divided into three parts:  video, transitions and audio in a 
clip.  There is also a Video track where your music clips and narration are 
displayed and a Title Overlay track for any titles you are displaying on top of 
a video clip.  The ruler tells you where you are time wise in your project.  
The curser allows you to move from clip to clip.  The chosen clip will appear 
in the preview window.  In the Audio/Music track, the thicker the waves the 
louder the music.  If you mouse over a video clip, audio clip, transition or 
title, you can see its time duration.  The tool bar in the Preview Window 
allows you multiple options for playing any part of your project.  If you click 
an audio clip, dual       red arrows will appear that will allow you to cut the 
audio clip. 
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3. Be sure you are in the Tasks view.  Under 

Capture Video, click Import pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Select My Documents>My 

Videos>Project Folder.  Holding down 
your Control Key, highlight the pictures 
that you want to use in your project.  
Then click Import.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Be sure you see Show Timeline.  If 

the icon below your collection reads 
Show Storyboard, click the icon above 
the pictures.  It should now read 
Show Timeline.  Drag and Drop the 
pictures onto your story board in the 
order that you want them to appear.  
If, at any point, you need to add a 
picture and you do not see your 
pictures, click Show Collection under 
Edit Movie. 

 
6. Save your work-in-progress by going 

to File > Save Project As.  Make sure you are saving it in the correct 
folder: My Documents > My Videos > Project folder.  Name the movie 
and press Save. 
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7. To add Audio, click Import Audio or 
Music.  Navigate to your project folder.   
Hold down the Control Key and select the 
audio clips you want to use in your 
project.  Click Import. (A great place to 
find free music clips is 
http://freeplaymusic.com/) 

 
 

8.  Click Show Timeline so that it 
changes to Show Storyboard.  
Drag and drop your audio clip right 
below your pictures.  Go to the end 
of the clip.  Left-click and then 
drag the clip to the left until it is 
the length that you want.  If you 
want to change the length of time 
the picture will be on the screen, 
click the picture and drag the 
picture to the left or right.   

 
9. Movie Maker 2 makes it easy to record a 

voice narration over your movie. The 
program even has a built-in 
recording wizard that allows you to 
record over a microphone while you 
watch a preview of your movie. To 
use the voice track wizard, press 
the “Narrate timeline” button 
located to the left of the 
Storyboard/Timeline button. 
When you click this button, the 
narration wizard will pop-up and 
give you some recording options. 
Most of these are pretty obvious … 
you can click “show more options” to 
see more recording choices.   
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Inside the pop-up wizard is a microphone level bar that moves up and down 
as you speak.  Before you will be allowed to press the Start Narration 
button, you must place the cursor in a part of the movie that does not 
currently have any audio. The narration wizard will play your movie, and you 
can record your dialogue while watching the movie preview. When you finish 
talking, click “stop.” The wizard will save the voice track file onto your hard 
drive.  You should save this audio file inside your project’s main folder to 
keep your files organized.  Moviemaker 2 will automatically import your 
narration into your collections. To place it in your movie, simply drag the 
audio-clip onto the timeline.  

 
10. To add Video Effects, 

click Show StoryBoard.  
Under Edit Movie, click 
View Video effects.  
Drag a video effect and 
drop in on top of the 
video clip.  The star, in 
the left, bottom corner 
of the picture, will 

become blue.  
 

11. To add video transitions, 
go under Edit Movie and 
click View video 
transitions.  Drag a video 
transition and drop it 
between two video clips 
on the storyboard. 

 
 
12. To add slides with titles 

and credits, click Make 
titles or credits.  Select 
the type of title you 
want and where you want 
to add it.  Type what you 
want on the title. 
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13. Click the option: Change the title 
animation, and you have choices of 
how the title scrolls in/out.   If 
you click: Change the text font and 
color, you have numerous choice of 
how the text will appear.  Under 
Color, click A to change the text 
color and the     to change the 
background color.  You can also 
change size and position.  Click 
Done to add the title to the movie. 

 
 
 
 

14. To view your project full screen, click the first picture in your 
Storyboard, hold down the ALT key and click Enter.  Your project will 
then play.   

 
15. To save your project, go under 

Finish Movie and click Save to my 
Computer.  Be sure it is saving to 
your project folder.  If not, click 
Browse and locate your project 
folder.  Click Next twice and your 
project will be saved.  The finished 
product will be saved as a .wmv file 
and this version is NOT editable.   

 
 

 
 

 


